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Proclamation 7447—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2001
June 6, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On June 14, 2001, Americans will observe

the 224th birthday of the flag of the United
States of America. This special day provides
a time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s
rich history and its meaning to Americans
and people around the world.

The Continental Congress adopted the
Stars and Stripes as the official flag of our
young republic on June 14, 1777. Describing
the new flag, the Congress wrote, ‘‘White sig-
nifies Purity and Innocence; Red, Hardiness
and Valor; Blue signifies Vigilance, Persever-
ance and Justice.’’ Over time, the flag’s de-
sign evolved to keep pace with our Nation’s
development and growth, but its meaning as
a symbol of democracy and freedom has re-
mained constant.

Flag Day was first celebrated throughout
the country in 1877 to mark the centennial
of the birth of our national symbol. As so
often happens in our communities, a caring
teacher encouraging students to develop a
love for learning sparked renewed interest
in the flag. Wisconsin schoolteacher B.J.
Cigrand arranged for his pupils in 1885 to
observe the 108th anniversary of the flag’s
official adoption.

In magazine and newspaper articles and
public addresses in the following years,
Cigrand promoted an official national cele-
bration of June 14 as ‘‘Flag Birthday’’ or
‘‘Flag Day.’’ Groups in Pennsylvania, New
York, and Illinois took up the cause. After
three decades of State and local celebrations,
President Woodrow Wilson officially estab-
lished Flag Day by proclamation in 1916.

During the darkest hours of World War
II, Americans looked to the purity, hardiness,
valor, vigilance, perseverance, and justice
represented by the flag as ideals worthy of
the ultimate sacrifice in order to defeat tyr-
anny. In celebration of the flag’s powerful
meaning to Americans and its place in our
culture and history, Flag Day became a na-
tional observance by Act of Congress in 1949

and was signed into law by President Harry
Truman.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and re-
quested the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling for a national observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. In a second joint resolution ap-
proved June 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 194), the Con-
gress requested the President to also issue
annually a proclamation designating the week
during which June 14 falls as ‘‘National Flag
Week’’ and called upon all citizens of the
United States to display the flag during that
week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2001,
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
10, 2001, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings during the week. I also call upon
the people of the United States to observe
with pride and all due ceremony those days
from Flag Day through Independence Day,
also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211),
as a time to honor America, to celebrate our
heritage in public gatherings and activities,
and to recite publicly the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 7, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 11.
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Remarks on Signing the Economic
Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001

June 7, 2001

Thank you. Sit down. Behave yourself.
You’re at the White House. [Laughter]

Laura, thank you very much for being here
on this historic moment. Mr. Vice President,
Secretary O’Neill, Director Daniels, Sec-
retary Evans and Chao are here, as well. Sec-
retary Abraham, Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman, Members of the United
States Senate, Members of the House of
Representatives, fellow Americans, welcome.

Some months ago, in my speech to the
joint session of Congress, I had the honor
of introducing Steven Ramos to the Nation.
Steven is the network administrator for a
school district. His wife, Josefina, teaches at
a charter school. They have a little girl named
Lianna. And they’re trying to save for
Lianna’s college education.

High taxes made saving difficult. Last year
they paid nearly $8,000 in Federal income
taxes. Well, today we’re beginning to make
life for the Ramos’ a lot easier. Today we
start to return some of the Ramos’ money
and not only their money but the money of
everybody who paid taxes in the United
States of America.

Across the board tax relief does not hap-
pen often in Washington, DC. In fact, since
World War II, it has happened only twice:
President Kennedy’s tax cut in the sixties and
President Reagan’s tax cuts in the 1980s. And
now it’s happening for the third time, and
it’s about time.

A year ago tax relief was said to be a polit-
ical impossibility. Six months ago it was sup-
posed to be a political liability. Today it be-
comes reality. It becomes reality because of
the bipartisan leadership of the Members of
the United States Congress: Members like
Bill Thomas of California, Ralph Hall of
Texas, Charles Grassley of Iowa, Max Baucus
of Montana, Zell Miller of Georgia, John
Breaux of Louisiana, Trent Lott of Mis-
sissippi, and the entire leadership team in the
Senate and Denny Hastert of Illinois and the
leadership team in the House of Representa-
tives; some Democrats, many Republicans,

who worked tirelessly and effectively to
produce this important result.

I also want to pay tribute to the members
of my administration who worked with Con-
gress to bring about this day: Vice President
Cheney, Secretary O’Neill, Director Daniels,
and the team inside the White House of
Andy Card and Larry Lindsey, Nick Calio
and their staffs.

With us today are 15 of the many families
I met as I toured our country making the
case for tax relief—hard-working Americans.
I was able to talk about their stories and their
struggles and their hopes, which made the
case for tax relief much stronger than my
words could possible convey. And I want to
thank you all for coming.

And here at the White House today are
representatives of millions of Americans, in-
cluding labor union members, small-business
owners, and family farmers. Your persistence
and determination helped bring us to this
day. The American people should be proud
of your efforts on their behalf, and I person-
ally thank you all for coming.

Tax relief is a great achievement for the
American people. Tax relief is the first
achievement produced by the new tone in
Washington, and it was produced in record
time. Tax relief is an achievement for families
struggling to enter the middle class. For
hard-working lower income families, we have
cut the bottom rate of Federal income tax
from 15 percent to 10 percent. We doubled
the per-child tax credit to $1,000 and made
it refundable. Tax relief is compassionate,
and it is now on the way.

Tax relief is an achievement for middle
class families squeezed by high energy prices
and credit card debt. Most families can look
forward to a $600 tax rebate before they have
to pay the September back-to-school bills.
And in the years ahead, taxpayers can look
forward to steadily declining income tax
rates.

Tax relief is an achievement for families
that want the Government tax policy to be
fair and not penalize them for making good
choices, good choices such as marriage and
raising a family. So we cut the marriage pen-
alty.

Tax relief makes the code more fair for
small businesses and farmers and individuals
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